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VOHC-X§A0RA 22-Yas. 51.22 
 

1 2  3  4  

22.   yehya   moi   A§at haca 

5 6 1 
vahistem   yesne paiti 

8 9 10 
vaeda   Mazda   Ahuro; 

11 12  13 14 15 
yoi   +afhar3-ca   +h3nti-ca; 

16 17 18 19 
t%   yazai   xvais namlnls, 

20     21 22 23 
+pairl*+ca-+jasai vanta. 

(7*-7-7; 7-7-7) [ *Catalectic pdda ] 
 

2 1 4 3 
22.   (Him) I-ween whom by-reason-of (his) Righteousness 

7 6 5 
in-every act-of-worship (as) the best 

9 10 8 
Mazda Ahura doth-regard ; 

13 11 12       15 14 
both (among those) who have-been and (who) are; 

16 17 18 19 
these will-i-revere in-their-own names, 

21 23 22 20 
and will devotedly reach upto (them). 

 

Free English Rendering: 
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That man, indeed, who makes his every act An act of worship, led by 

Asa's Law, Is deemed as best by Mazda Ahura; 

Each one of these, who have been and who are, With reverence will I 

recall by name, And strive to emulate his holy deeds. 

 

Text: 12. Geld, hss atjhara0. 14. Geld, has kgntt0. 20-22. All have the words 
separate; Geld, reads pairica jasdi. 

Trans.: 1. Orig. 6/1. 3. Orig. 5/1. 8. Lit., * doth know'. 12. Lit., 'and'. 18-19.  
Orig. 3/3.   23.  Orig. 1/1 of an agent-noun. 

822 VOHU-XSA0RA 22—Yas. 51.22 (1-19) 

 

This verse also is arranged in two triplets. 

This verse is the original of the Yer/he-hatam verse. The main difference 

between the two is that in the Ga#a verse the holy men both 

past and present are spoken of, while in the later verse the 

Righteous ones both men and women have been mentioned. 

The first three pddas of the Ga0a verse have been reproduced 

almost word for word, with only the later changes of grammar 

and spelling. There are, however, two main changes : (i) the 

moi is replaced by hatdtn and (ii) the superlative vahistdm is 

replaced by the positive vayhd.. The introduction of hatdtn in 

the later version has probably been the reason why the idea of 

the past and present generations has been left out. The second 

half of the Ye^he-hatam is entirely different. The idea of 

bringing in both men and women is a decided improvement. On 

the other hand the last two pddas have been practically omitted 

and so the later verse has lost a great deal of the force and 

beauty of the original. 

moi—This is an emphatic particle.0 Usually the word when used in this sense 

is disyllabic, and here this word has to be joined by sandhi to 
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the following word Asdt—and the scanning would be mo-ya-lat. 
This pdda is catalectic. 

vahihdtn—This superlative is used almost adverbially. 

paitl—It is used in the sense of 'every' or 'each'. 

*&rihar5—3/3 pft. subj. paras, of Vah-. The pft. here definitely indicates past 

time.   Cf. Yas. 33.10. 

tdj—This is a distinctly later form. The usual Ga0a form would have been tvtig. 

yazdi—\\\ pres. subj. atm. of \/yaz-. Mlt.6 has noted that only in this verse of 

the Gaflas we find mention of reverence paid to human beings. I 

do not think this is a correct view, for we have many verses in 

which Righteous men, and Holy Teachers and Devotees of 

Mazda have been praised. In Later Av. there grew up the cult of 

adoring the Fravasis of the Righteous of all lands. See Yt. 13 

(Farvardin) and Yas. 26. 

xvdis tidmanu—Both are 3/3. Jack/ regards the -is suffix in ndtridtiis as a 

'general plural suffix'. The adoration of the Holy Ones by name 

has developed continuously in Zoroastrinism.   The whole of 

 

a.   Barth., Wb. 1175-76.        b.   EZ., p. 388, ftn. 1. c.   AG., §308. 
VOHO-XSAARA 22-Yas. 51.22 (19-23) 823 

Yt. 13 (Farvardln) is a long list of over three hundred names of holy men and 

women of early Zoroastrism history. In the Zoroastrian ritual 

today connected with funerals (third-day ceremonies) and with 

thanksgiving (Jashan) ceremonies there is a general list of 

names from ancient Iranian saga and history, and it is followed 

by a list of names from Parsi history since the arrival in India.** 

Then there follows a special list of local celebreties, the names 

being agreed upon by the local community. Each family also 

has its own list of names embody, ing the family history. On the 
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death of any well-known personage, a special meeting of the 

whole local community is convened and, if the majority will it, 

his or her name is added to the list of the 'illustrious ones who 

have passed on'. There is a sort of 'hero-worship' and this 

custom is of considerable psychological value for the 

community in general and for the younger generation in 

particular. 

*pairi-+cd-+jasdi—All read the words separately, but I would combine pairi-
jasdi as one word and insert the -cd in between by 'tmesis'. 

vantd—Bmth.e construes this as 3/1 mas. and trans, 'with honour'. I am 

inclined to take it as 1/1 of an agent-noun in -tar from Vvan-Skt. 

van-), to like, to hold in respect/ The use here is almost 

adverbial:—'with respect', 'devotedly'. 

 

 

TRANS, OF BARTH. : 

He, I ween, that Mazdah Ahura knoweth among all that have been and are, as 
one to whom in accordance with Right the best portion falls for 
his prayer, these will I reverence by their own names and go 
before them with honour. 
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d. The ancestors of the modern Parsi community arrived in 
India in the year 
936 A.C. 

e. Wb. 1355.        f .    Barth. Wb. 1353 ( under 3. van- ). 
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